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RIFM

• Research Institute for Fragrance Materials
• Vision: To be the international scientific 

authority for the safe use of fragrance 
materials

• Non-profit organization funded by Industry 
(raw material suppliers, fragrance 
manufacturers, consumer product companies)

• Key is the RIFM Expert Panel (REXPAN)



IFRA

• International Fragrance Association
• Trade association for the global fragrance 

industry
• Membership consists of direct member 

companies and national trade associations
(e.g., IFRA-North America)

• Members represent > 95% by volume of all 
fragrances manufactured globally

• Primary mission is to ensure the safety of 
fragrance materials through a dedicated science 
program
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OCCUPATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONSUMER

The Platform



RIFM Expert Panel
Allison D. Fryer, PhD
Oregon Health Sciences
University

I. Glenn Sipes, PhD. (Chair)
University of Arizona

Donald V. Belsito, M.D.
University of Missouri

David R. Bickers, MD
Columbia University, NY

Yoshiki Miyachi, MD, PhD
Kyoto University

Prof. Magnus Bruze
Malmo University Hospital, Sweden

Prof. Peter Calow
Roskilde University, Denmark

Prof. Dr. Helmut A. Greim
Neuherberg Institut für Toxikologie
Munich, Germany

Jean-Hilaire Saurat, MD
Universitaire de Geneve, Switzerland

Maria L. Z. Dagli, DVM, PhD
University of Sao Paolo



Expert Panel Adjuncts



Fragrance Safety Review Can Result in 
IFRA Standards

DOSSIER RIFM, IFRA SC

EVALUATION REXPAN

STANDARD IFRA SC

CONSULTATION ASSOCIATIONS              
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COMMUNICATION IFRA SECRETARIAT



Fragrance Industry Self-Policing
• IFRA Code of Practice

– National Association bylaws require adherence
– GMP and use guidelines, definitions, labeling claims
– Intellectual property

• IFRA Standards
– > 200 = specifications, prohibitions, restrictions

• IFRA Compliance Program
– Verification through 3rd party analysis
– Protocols for collection of consumer products, sample 

preparation, communication of violation, corrective action, 
confidential information

– Four years of no prohibited materials found



Science Issue & Communication
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Safety Information Flow

Manufacturer
RIFM
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Transparency

• REXPAN safety reviews of fragrance 
material groups published in peer-
reviewed scientific journals

• IFRA Ingredient List, posted on the IFRA 
public website, is a complete list of all
fragrance materials used by the IFRA 
membership



Substitutes Must Be Safe!



Thank You!


