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What is the IC2?

The goals of the IC2 are to: 
1. Avoid duplication and enhance efficiency and effectiveness of

agency initiatives on chemicals through collaboration and
coordination 

2. Build governmental capacity to identify and promote safer
chemicals and products 

3. Ensure that agencies, businesses, and the public have ready
access to high quality and authoritative chemicals in products,
information, and alternatives assessment methods

The Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse (IC2) is an association of state, local, and tribal
governments that promotes a clean environment, healthy communities, and a vital economy
through the development and use of safer chemicals and products



Governments, businesses, NGOs
Manufacturers, partnerships, consultants
Academics

WHO ?

Provide a standardized and flexible AA
framework
Replace toxic chemicals with safer
alternatives
Reduce duplication and enable consistency
Support safer chemical viablity and
innovation

WHY ?
IC2 AA Guide
Alternatives assessment (AA) is a structured process used to
identify and compare safer substitutes for hazardous
chemicals in products and processes

The IC2 Alternatives Assessment Guide provides a shared
framework that allows agencies, businesses, or researchers
to conduct assessments in a consistent and transparent way 

This consistency helps reduce duplication and bring
credibility to the process, while still allowing flexibility
depending on the context



The Evolution of the AA Guide
The IC2 Alternatives Assessment Guide has evolved through collaborative development and stakeholder input over
more than a decade. Each version reflects growing scientific understanding and emerging priorities in chemical safety
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Core Principles 

 Transparency
 Flexibility
 Life cycle thinking
 Continuous improvement
 Consider uncertainty

Golden Rule & Principles

The objective of an alternatives assessment is to replace
chemicals of concern with inherently safer alternative chemicals,
products, or processes, thereby protecting and enhancing human
health and the environment.



The Guide follows a
clear six-step process
from defining the
problem to making a
decision

Recommended
Implementation of the
Guide



EJ + Equity Prompts

Updated Best Practices

New environmental justice,
climate change, and equity
considerations integrated

Reflects stakeholder and
public comment period input

Stronger Hazard Methods

Enhanced hazard assessment
approaches

What’s New in v1.2?
On the IC2 website under AA Guide:



EJ + Equity Prompts

New environmental justice,
climate change, and equity
considerations integrated

EJ & Equity Prompts

Updated Best Practices

Reflects stakeholder and
public comment period input

Stronger Hazard Methods

Enhanced hazard assessment
approaches



Stakeholder Input

Reflects the work and 
contributions from IC2 members

Ensured transparency and proper
review

Public Comment Period

Internal and external input 
integrated into hazard assessments

Diverse Feedback

IC2 AA Workgroup CollaborationEJ + Equity Prompts

Updated Best Practices

New environmental justice,
climate change, and equity
considerations integrated

Reflects stakeholder and
public comment period input

Stronger Hazard Methods

Enhanced hazard assessment
approaches



Looking Ahead
Partnerships

Potential academic partnerships
Use in teaching, projects, or research

Key Takeaways from the IC2 AA Guide
Standardized and flexible framework
Reduces duplication of work
Supports safer chemical viablity and innovation

Thank You!
mbailey@newmoa.org

www.theic2.org
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